From the Interim Pastor
Worship Participants

As we enter our seventh month together, I wanted to share
with you a story I heard some time ago from a pastor looking back
on his years of ministry.
Coffee Fellowship
“My first year I awoke early Monday mornings to pray for
John & Hallie
different members of the congregation whose needs had come to
Ferguson
my attention. I worried if I had a “blank” space in my daily calendar and wondered
how I could best fill it in service to my parishioners.
August 5
Liturgist—Tom Largen
If there was trouble or sickness, I was the first one there, praying for healing
and help - and expecting miracles.
August 12
My last year in ministry I waited for the phone to ring before doing anything. I
Liturgist—Curt Crain
pretty much let the church ‘run itself’, and, oh yes, I prayed with people, but you
August 19
know, life pretty much runs its course on its own.”
Liturgist—Judy Crain
As a pastor, I’ve often returned in memory to this pastor’s story. It’s a place
August 26
for me to connect with that pastor’s early vision of ministry and to keep my own on
Liturgist—Beth Mincer
target:
expect miracles! A congregation itself is a miracle - a coming together of such a
varied mix of people. Yet as Jesus instructed us “when two or three are gathered
together” in His name, The Holy Spirit is there also.
As Martin Luther would remind us in speaking of the “priesthood of all
believers”, we are all ministers. Wherever we find ourselves, we are capable of
participating with God in creating miracles - miracles of healing, reconciliation,
June - August outreach, mission, education, evangelism - through prayer, praise and worship and
10 am
in “our life together", as the Lutheran theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer would describe
it.
United Trinity Church
Let me share with you some of the miracles I’ve experienced in my years as
1106 Jefferson Street an Interim Pastor.
In one church I saw the healing power of prayer at work in members lives
P. O. Box 17
(and
a
dog’s life after an October's “Blessing of the Animals”). I’ve seem a spontaHamburg, Iowa 51640
neous flow of caring hands reaching out to help a mother with six children in anoth712-382-2856
er church. I’ve seen worshippers, from an ecclesiastical body where there were no
utchurch@msn.com
women
pastors, coming forward to receive Communion from myself as a woman pastor.
Interim Pastor
I’ve seen the blessed peace of reconciliation float down like dew from above.
Rev. Portia Iverson
In the days ahead, with God’s empowering presence among us, I believe
that - like the apostles and first Christians in the days of the early church following
Pastor Portia is in the Pentecost - we can live a full, fruitful life for Christ. Like those early Christians, with
church office on Wednesdays. If there is a pastoral God’s grace we too can experience the fruits of the Spirit - love, joy, peace,
emergency, you are wel- longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control
come to call her at 1-402(Galatians 5:22) - and pass them on. Expect miracles!
298-8474.
Pastor Portia
Usher &

Mark Your Calendar
From the Pew

Food Pantry
August 2nd
August 16th
August 30th

(United Trinity serves)

The Church will be putting together
a float for the Popcorn Day
Parade. Our first planning meeting
will be August 2nd at 10 AM at the
church. If you have any questions
please contact Hallie Ferguson.

In 1960 a young Minister, James
Bruder, and his wife, Joyce, came to
serve our (E&R) United Church of
Christ. I (Lyle Hodde) started Confirmation Classes with Rev. Bruder
(Jim) while he was starting radiation/chemo treatments for cancer.
Jim and Joyce's courage and faith
made an unforgettable impression
on our congregation and especially
on me. They helped our church start
our newspaper "The Lamp" which
we still have today. Jim's cancer
progressed to a point that they
needed to move back to Quincy, IL
to be near family.
Joyce eventually remarried but has
always stayed in touch with our
church family. She formed the
"Bruder Memorial Trust" a revolving
fund to help our church families continue their education.
Also, during this time with us they
were blessed with a son, Billy, born
at the Hamburg Hospital and delivered by Dr. Ashler. In July of this
year Joyce sent Dr. Ashler a message that Bill( Billy) has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.
Please keep them in your prayers.

Hometown Pride is selling
chances for a balloon ride on
Popcorn Day.( see Hallie or Barb)

Joyce Winn
2130 Harrison St.
Quincy, IL 62301
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